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sustainable
personal
mobility 

moving  
ahead

Balancing the needs of the 
environment and the individual 
in growing urban environments 

is a challenge. In developing 
vehicles and services that ex-

plore sustainable mobility solu-
tions and redefine common 

concepts of premium personal 
mobility, BMW i offers cutting-
edge solutions. We speak to 

leaders in design, property and 
architecture to see how elec-
tric cars and other new forms 
of transport are contributing 
to the sustainable growth of 

cities across the globe.



Since 2010, Jacob has led 
design at bMW i. Focusing 
on improving sustainability 
in automobile design while 
developing next gen-
eration cars for the next 
generation driver, Jacob’s 
expertise extends beyond 
traditional car design.

What does sustainability 
mean to you and how 
important is it to premium 
car design? 
From a design perspec-
tive, sustainability means 
more than just electric 
cars. We are dedicated to 
sustainability in a holis-
tic manner. It’s not only 
about zero emissions, it’s 
also about the production 
process and the materi-
als we use and creating a 
product that can support 
long term employment. 
Sustainability is now key 
to the definition of luxury. 
At bMW i, we are showing 
this in a clear and efficient 

way. One way of thinking 
about building a pre-
mium car is to use a lot of 
leather, wood and hi-tech 
gadgets. but if you look 
at product or furniture 
design, premium prod-
ucts aren’t always about 
complexity. We believe 
that simplicity also defines 
premium and this is also 
tied to sustainability. Prod-
ucts that are well made 
with beautiful materials 
are timeless and can be 
produced for decades. At 
bMW i, we are changing 
the meaning of premium 
and creating what we call 
the next premium.

How will more intelligent 
private vehicles work  
with urban public transit 
solutions?
People want to be able to 
use cars and other per-
sonal mobility options in 
more flexible ways. Com-
muting by car into cities is 

not always efficient. There 
should be better choices 
for combining different 
modes of transporta-
tion. At bMW i, we’ve 
developed tools such as 
MyCityWay, which advises 
you of the best way of 
getting from A to b using 
a number of transport 
options. Cars are often 
preferred because they 
offer privacy but I think all 
options should strive to 
coexist better. Drive Now 
is another option; it is simi-
lar to car sharing. We’ve 
implemented it in Munich, 
berlin and Düsseldorf, with 
plans to put it in place in 
other cities soon. I use it 
myself, mostly over the 
weekend. I know that I can 
save more time by using 
the tramway or Drive Now 
than by driving my own 
car. Driving and parking 
in cities can be expensive; 
car-sharing programmes 
and public transport op-

tions offer ways to avoid 
those headaches. 

How do the BMW i3 and 
BMW i8 cars promote sus-
tainable urban mobility? 
both have low emissions 
but to make sure that 
these cars can easily take 
you to the beach or to 
lunch, they have to be 
highly efficient. This  
means being lightweight 
and using sustainable  
recycled material. We use 
a carbon fibre, which is a 
lot lighter than steel or alu-
minum while still safe and 
aerodynamically efficient. 
Additionally, most of the 
materials that we used are 
recycled and recyclable. 
From the manufacturing 
to the dismantling process, 
these cars are sustainable. 
We have an innovative and 
efficient production plant 
in Leipzig where both 
bMW i3 and bMW i8 cars 
will be produced.
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EIGHT’s Point.One solar 
charging station integrates  
beautiful urban design 
with state-of-the-art 
technology to provide a 
CO2-free source for elec-
tric cars in a convenient, 
sheltered parking space.

How important is sus-
tainability to notions of 
quality?  
For many people sustain-
ability is already a key 
factor when deciding 
what to buy and where 
to consume products 
and services. In the near 
future, I am sure that it will 
become even more crucial. 
That’s why companies 
who already spent money, 

time and other resources 
on finding sustainable 
alternatives to today’s 
products – and who are 
able to communicate their 
effort to the public – will 
leave their competitors 
behind in the future. 

How important are per-
sonal mobility vehicles in 
cities today?
In the past, most cities 
have focused on shift-
ing to public transport by 
investing a lot of money in 
railways, buses and under-
ground trains.  However, 
in developed cities we no 
longer see huge growth  
in numbers of people  
using public transport on 

a regular basis. To me that 
makes one thing obvious: 
there is a massive desire 
in people for individual 
mobility and this need 
will have a huge impact 
on tomorrow´s urban 
infrastructure. Hence, it is 
absolutely necessary to 
find answers that combine 
the demand for individual 
mobility with sustainability.

How important is good 
design to attracting 
people to new modes of 
transport? 
Design always pursues 
a clear aim, represents 
values, communicates 
messages and awakens 
emotions. Hence, design 
is an essential commu-
nications channel when 
introducing new technolo-
gies and getting people 
excited about new ideas. 
We followed this approach 
with the design of Point.
One. It embodies modern 
mobility, sustainability, 
technology and a respon-
sible lifestyle.

How will electric vehicles 
change the way we live in 
our cities? 
The changes we are ex-
pecting to happen come 
with a huge number of 
new opportunities on how 
we live together in the 
cities of the future. The 
face of the city will change 
as new infrastructures will 
have a massive impact. 
These infrastructures are 
essential to establish a 
new green lifestyle. With 
our solar charging station 
Point.One we want to 
amplify this development 
with an exciting sym-
bol.  The intelligent and 
unique production process 
enables us to match the 
architecture of the solar 
charging station to any 
environment as well as to 
any public and corporate 
design. by employing 
modern communications 
technologies Point.One 
not only becomes a visual 
element of the city but 
also part of a holistic sys-
tem that connects people, 
mobility and infrastructure.

www.bmw-i.com



the bmW i8  
Concept: the  
most progressive 
sports car

The Concept  
The bMW i8 Concept with 
eDrive offers the perfor-
mance of a sports car but 
the fuel consumption of 
a small car. The design is 
not just emotional, with 
its layered panels and 
dramatic winged doors – it 
is also redefining sports 
car design.

The features 
As a plug-in hybrid, the 
bMW i8 Concept combines 
an electric drive train, 
which can be charged at 
a standard socket, with a 
turbo charged combus-
tion engine. The result is 
acceleration from zero to 
100kmph in under five sec-
onds, while retaining a fuel 
efficiency of around three 
litres per 100km. but the 
bMW i8 Concept can also 
run purely on electric pow-
er for about 35km. The 
battery can be charged in 
two hours and U-shaped 
laser headlights use half 
the energy of normal LEDs.

bmW i3 Concept: 
the megacity  
Vehicle

The Concept 
The bMW i3 Concept with 
eDrive is an uncompromis-
ingly sustainable vehicle 
driven purely by electric 
power and purpose-built 
to meet the demands of 
emission-free mobility. It 
embodies an intelligent 
form of urban transporta-
tion and commuting.

The features
With a punchy zero to 
60kmph and a small turn-
ing circle, the i3 makes 
tricky parking and tight 
city manoeuvres a breeze. 
The electric motor gener-
ates output of 125kW/170 
hp and reaches a range 
of 160km. Wide-opening 
doors allow easy access 
for passengers and shop-
ping. Connectivity plays 
an important role in the 
bMW i3 Concept. With 
three large displays acting 
as interfaces between the 
vehicle and the outside 
world, the bMW i3 Con-
cept helps you park and 
find charging stations.  

all about energy

Every stage in a bMW i 
product’s life is engineered 
to reduce energy con-
sumption. The cars are 
manufactured with Carbon 
Fibre Reinforced Plastic—
light enough to increase 
the range of travel and 
being much safer than any 
other material. The chassis 
are built in bMW i’s hi-tech 
factory in Leipzig that is 
powered by four wind-
turbines. Natural materials 
are used for the interiors 
and 25 per cent of the 
car’s plastic product 
comes from recycled or 
renewable sources. but the 
car’s greatest sustainabil-
ity credential is its highly 
efficient yet dynamic 
bMW eDrive technology 
consisting of an agile 
electric motor developed 
and built by bMW, 
innovative battery 
technology and an 
intelligent engine manage-
ment system.

the way forward

bMW i stands for visionary 
vehicles and mobility 

services, inspiring design 
and a new understanding 
of premium that is 
strongly defined by 
sustainability. Available in 
2013 and 2014 respective-
ly, the bMW i3 and bMW 
i8 will change how we 
move around our cities. 
The combination of 
premium design and 
technology offers a 
completely new driving 
experience. Providing 
convenience, comfort and 
control for drivers while 
lowering emissions and 
increasing efficiency,  
bMW i’s vehicles and 
services are leading the 
way in personal mobility  
of the future.

www.bmw-i.com
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